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READERõS GUIDE 

A. The Shoreline Management Act and the City of Colfaxõs SMP 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ ό{a!ύ ƻŦ мфтм ƛƴ 

November 1972.  The SMA seeks to provide environmental protection for shorelines, preserve 

and enhance shoreline public access, and encourage appropriate development that supports 

water-oriented uses.  The City developed and adopted its first Shoreline Master Program (SMP) 

in 1974 as part of a regional effort with Whitman County.  That SMP was developed almost 40 

years ago and since then there has been some change along the /ƛǘȅΩǎ shoreline.  In addition, 

knowledge of best development and conservation practices has evolved.  There have also been 

changes in State laws and rules.  Therefore, in accordance with the SMA, the City has prepared 

this SMP to guide and manage its shoreline. 

The City of Colfax SMP contains goals, policies, regulations, and a shoreline environment 

designation map that guide the development of shorelines in accordance with the SMA (Revised 

Code of Washington [RCW] 90.58), Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) SMP 

Guidelines (Washington Administrative Code [WAC] 173-26), and Shoreline Management Permit 

and Enforcement Procedures (WAC 173-27).   

The goals and policies of ColfaxΩǎ SMP, approved under chapter 90.58 RCW, create a framework 

for the regulations of the SMP.  They provide guidelines for future decision making and future 

development of lands within the /ƛǘȅΩǎ SMP jurisdiction boundaries. 

All regulatory elements of this SMP, including, but not limited to, definitions and use and 

modification regulations, are considered a part of the CityΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ   

B. Shoreline Jurisdiction 

In accordance with state laws and rules, the jurisdiction of the City of ColfaxΩǎ SMP encompasses 

the Mainstem, North and South Forks of the Palouse River; land within 200 feet of the ordinary 

high water mark (OHWM); any floodway; contiguous 100-year floodplain extending up to 200 

feet inland of the floodway; and any associated wetlands.   

C. Applicability and Exemptions 

The SMP applies to all proposed uses and development occurring within shoreline jurisdiction.  

This SMP does not apply to certain activities that do not alter structures or properties, such as 

interior building changes or routine gardening.  It also does not apply to legally established uses 

already on the land such as existing agriculture, existing residences, and other existing uses, 

structures, and activities.  See Section 1.5 for a complete description of SMP applicability. 

There are also activities that are exempt from the Shoreline Substantial Development Permit 

system.  These activities are subject to the standards of the SMP, but are not required to submit 

fees and other materials associated with Shoreline Substantial Development Permits.  Common 

exemptions include, but are not limited to: 

¶ Normal maintenance or repair of existing structures or developments 

¶ Bulkheads common to single-family residences  

¶ Emergency construction necessary to protect property from damage 
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¶ Construction and practices normal or necessary for farming, irrigation, and ranching 

activities including agricultural service roads and utilities, construction of a barn or similar 

agricultural structure, and the construction and maintenance of irrigation structures 

¶ Construction of a single-family residence 

Exemptions are fully described and listed in WAC 173-27-040 and RCW 90.58.030(3)(e), 

90.58.140(9), 90.58.147, 90.58.355, and 90.58.515, as amended.  See Section 7.6 for additional 

information on exemptions.  

D. How to Read and Apply this SMP 

When reading the SMP, it is useful to consider the definitions of the following terms that are 

based on definitions in the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26-020): 

¶ Shall or must: means a mandate; the action must be done. 

¶ Should: means that the particular action is required unless there is a demonstrated, 

compelling reason, based on policy of the Shoreline Management Act and shoreline master 

program, against taking the action. 

¶ May: means the action is acceptable, provided it conforms to the provisions of this SMP and 

the Act. 

In general, ǘƘƛǎ {at ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎƘƻǳƭŘέ ƛƴ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǎƘŀƭƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

regulations.  Additional definitions are located in Appendix A. 

For informational purposes, the flow chart below (Figure RG-1) illustrates how an applicant 

could navigate the regulations to determine if and how they apply to a particular project and 

property.  In addition to approval from the City of Colfax, any shoreline development or 

construction project may also require a permit or approval from the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington Department of Ecology, 

and/or the Washington Department of Natural Resources, among others. 

E. Document Organization  

The SMP establishes long-term planning goals and policies; specific development standards and 

use regulations; and permitting and administrative procedures.  As such, the SMP is linked to 

other City planning documents such as the City of Colfax Comprehensive Plan and the Colfax 

Municipal Code (CMC).  The organization of the SMP and the purpose for each chapter is 

explained below. 

¶ Chapter 1. Introduction: provides background, purpose and legal authority. 

¶ Chapter 2. Shoreline Vision and Goals: provides the SMP vision statement and enacting 

goals. 

¶ Chapter 3. Shoreline Jurisdiction and Environment Designations: Establishes the shoreline 

jurisdiction and includes the purpose, designation criteria and management policies for 

specific areas within the shoreline jurisdiction.  

¶ Chapter 4. General Policies and Regulations: Provides general policies and regulations that 

apply broadly to uses and developments in all shoreline areas.  

¶ Chapter 5. Shoreline Use Policies and Regulations: establishes policies and regulations for 

specific uses in shoreline jurisdiction. 
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¶ Chapter 6. Shoreline Modification Policies and Regulations: Establishes policies and 

regulations for shoreline modification activities and structures.  

¶ Chapter 7. Administration and Permitting: provides procedures and process for permit 

applications associated with shoreline development.  

¶ Appendix A. Definitions: provides definitions for terms used throughout the SMP. 

¶ Appendix B. Shoreline Critical Area Policies and Regulations: contains policies and 

regulations for developments and uses in shoreline critical areas. 
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Figure RG-1.  Shoreline Application Process Flow Chart.  
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 Introduction 

 TITLE 

This document shall be known and may be cited as the City of Colfax Shoreline Master Program (the 

άtǊƻƎǊŀƳέΣ άaŀǎǘŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ƻǊ ά{atέύΦ 

 ADOPTION AUTHORITY 

This Program is adopted under the authority granted by the Shoreline Management Act (Act) of 1971, 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Chapter 90.58, and Washington Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 

173-26 as amended. 

 PURPOSE AND INTENT  

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ ό{a!Τ w/² фл.58) was passed by the State Legislature in 1971 

and adopted by the public in a referendum.  The SMA was created in response to a growing concern 

among residents of the state that serious and permanent damage was being done to shorelines by 

unplanned and uƴŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {a! ǿŀǎ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƘŀǊƳ ƛƴ 

ŀƴ ǳƴŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜƳŜŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ 

resources by regulating development, the SMA is also intended to provide for appropriate shoreline use 

by encouraging land uses that enhance and conserve shoreline functions and values.  The SMA has three 

broad policies: 

A. Encourage water-dependent and water-oriented uses: "uses shall be preferred which are 
consistent with control of pollution and prevention of damage to the natural environment, or 
are unique to or dependent upon use of the stateΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦΦΦΦέ 

B. tǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΥ άǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
of natural shorelines of the state shall be preserved to the greatest extent feasible consistent 
with the overall best interest of the state and the people generally."  

C. Protect shoreline natural resources, including "...the land and its vegetation and wildlife, and 
the water of the state and their aquatic life...." 

The intent of the City of Colfax Shoreline Master Program is to ensure comprehensive planning for the 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

maps, diagrams, charts, or other description material and text, a statement of desired goals, and 

standards developed in accordance with the policies adopted by the State. 

 PURPOSE AND RELATIONSHIP TO STATE PLANNING AND SHORELINE LAWS 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇrove the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) of 1971 in 

November 1972.  In accordance with the SMA, Whitman County and incorporated cities and towns 

developed and adopted their first Shoreline Master Program (SMP) in 1974. 

The SMA and implementing SMP Guidelines require all towns, cities, and counties across the state to 

comprehensively update their SMPs.  The SMP update allows preparations of a locally tailored program 

that represents the visions and interests of our citizens and meets the needs of our rural communities.   

The goals, policies, and regulations of this Program are intended to be consistent with the State 

shoreline guidelines in WAC 173-26.  Consistent with RCW 36.70A.480, the goals and policies of this SMP 

that are approved under RCW 90.58 shall bŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {at ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

regulations.   
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!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ {at ƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜwed by the 

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) to ensure compliance with the SMP Guidelines.  The 

SMP does not become effective until it has been adopted by the City and approved by Ecology. 

 APPLICABILITY 

A. Unless specifically exempted by statute, all proposed uses and development occurring within the 
shoreline jurisdiction must conform to chapter 90.58 RCW, the Shoreline Management Act and 
this Master Program whether or not a permit is required.  

B. Except as described in Subsection B, all proposed uses and development occurring within 
shoreline jurisdiction must conform to the intent and requirements of the laws and rules cited in 
Section 1.2 (Adoption Authority).  

C. This SMP does not apply to the following activities: 

1. Consistent with Appendix A (Definitions) of this SMP, WAC 173-26-020 (Definitions), and 

WAC 173-26-241(3)(a), as amended, agricultural activities on agricultural lands as of the 

date of adoption of the SMP; 

2. Interior building improvements that do not change the use or occupancy; 

3. Exterior structure maintenance activities, including painting and roofing, as long as it does 

not expand the existing footprint of the structure; 

4. Routine landscape maintenance of established, ornamental landscaping, such as lawn 

mowing, pruning and weeding; and 

5. As of the effective date of the SMP, legal pre-existing residential uses and structures 

where no change or new activity is proposed.  

D. Activities that are exempt from the permit system in Subsection 7.6(B) (Exemptions) shall comply 
with this SMP whether or not a permit or other form of authorization is required.   

E. The shoreline permit procedures, policies and regulations established in this SMP shall apply City-
wide to all nonfederal uses, activities, and development.  

F. This SMP applies to lands subject to nonfederal ownership, lease or easement, even though such 
lands may fall within the external boundaries of a federal ownership.  

G. This SMP does not apply to annexed areas unless the requirements of WAC 173-26-150 and 160 
are complied with.  The City has predesignated shorelines in its urban growth area. Until annexed, 
development in these areas shall be regulated by the Whitman County Shoreline Master Program. 
Once annexed, those properties shall be regulated by the City of Colfax Shoreline Master Program. 

H. A proposed project or plan shall become vested to this Shoreline Master Program on the date a 
determination of completeness is made on a shoreline permit or exemption application.  
Thereafter, the application shall be reviewed under the shoreline regulations in effect on the date 
of vesting; provided, in the event an applicant substantially changes the proposal after a 
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determination of completeness, as determined by the SMP Administrator, the application shall 
not be considered vested until a new determination of completeness on the changes is made.  

 LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION 

As provided for in RCW 90.58.900 (Liberal Construction) the Act is exempted from the rule of strict 

construction; the Act and this Program shall therefore be liberally construed to give full effect to the 

purposes, goals, objectives, and policies for which the Act and this Program were enacted and adopted. 

 SEVERABILITY 

The Act and this Program adopted pursuant thereto comprise the basic State and City law regulating use 

of shorelines in the City of Colfax.  In the event provisions of this Program conflict with other applicable 

City policies or regulations, the more restrictive shall prevail. 

 EFFECTIVE DATE 

The SMP is hereby adopted on the October 5, 2015. This SMP and all amendments thereto shall become 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ мп Řŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ ǿǊitten notice of final 

approval. 

 Shoreline Vision and Goals 

 SHORELINE VISION 

It shall be the ultimate goal of the City of Colfax SMP to provide plans, policies and regulations 

consistent with the SMA (RCW 90.58) and with the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26), which will reflect the 

ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻƭŦŀȄ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ 

The following statements of goals and policies are directed to address individual elements as outlined in 

the SMA and SMP Guidelines. 

 SHORELINE GOALS 

A. Shoreline Use 

1. Promote the best use of City shorelines through encouraging shoreline development and 

modifications that are placed wisely, consistent with the physical limitations of the area; 

serve the needs and desires of the local citizens; and protect the functions and values of 

the shorelines.   

2. Assure a distribution and pattern of land use along the shoreline that balances protection 

of the existing character of the City as well as the shoreline environments, habitat, and 

ecological systems.   

3. Consider agriculture as a water-related use and key economic factor in the City of Colfax.  

Other shoreline uses should not compromise agricultural production on designated 

agricultural lands.   

B. Economic Development 

1. Promote local economic opportunities and encourage development along shorelines that 

is compatible with existing environmental conditions and the desired land use character 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ  {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ growth and prosperity should take into 

account the existing character of the City.    
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2. Permit those commercial, industrial, recreational, and other developments that require a 

location along the shoreline and which may contribute to the economic well-being of the 

City while achieving no net loss of ecological function.   

3. Promote new water-dependent, water-related, and water-enjoyment economic 

development, with preference given to water-dependent uses, then water-related uses 

and water-enjoyment uses. 

C. Public Access 

1. Preserve and protect opportunities for the public to enjoy the physical and aesthetic 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ shorelines.   

2. Ensure an adequate supply of safe public access to ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ shorelines. 

3. Encourage that alteration to the natural conditions of the shorelines, in those limited 

instances when authorized, shall be given priority for development that provides 

opportunity for substantial numbers of people to enjoy the shorelines of the state, while 

maintaining no net loss of ecological function. 

D. Recreation 

1. tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

but not limited to parks and other recreational areas.   

2. Encourage water-oriented recreational opportunities along the shoreline where 

appropriate. 

E. Conservation 

1. Encourage sound management of renewable shoreline resources and protection of non-

renewable shoreline resources.   

2. Achieve sustainability of resource functions and values and no-net-loss of ecological 

functions by allowing shoreline development and modifications when impacts are 

minimized through mitigation sequencing and by encouraging and incentivizing 

restoration of ecological functions where they have been impaired.  

3. Promote and protect the scenic aesthetic quality of shoreline areas and vistas to the 

greatest extent feasible. 

F. Transportation and Circulation 

1. Address the location of existing and proposed transportation routes, terminals, and other 

public utilities and facilities used for the movement of people, vehicles, and goods and 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ  

2. Maintain adequate safety, environmental, and aesthetic standards for existing and new 

transportation systems within shoreline jurisdiction.   

3. Minimize conflicts between systems of circulation and shoreline uses when considering 

additions or modifications.   

G. Restoration  

1. Upgrade shoreline ecological functions and aesthetics to a level commensurate with their 

importance to the community and to achievement of regional goals for water quality and 



CITY OF COLFAX 
  LOCALLY ADOPTED SMP 

5 

habitat recovery, such as through the projects, programs and plans established within the 

SMP Shoreline Restoration Plan.  

2. Facilitate the permitting for restoration projects, and coordinate with agencies, tribes, 

and non-profit groups to achieve effective restoration of shoreline ecological functions 

and maximize public funding. 

H. Archaeological, Historical, and Cultural Resources 

Identify, preserve, protect and restore buildings, sites, or areas of the shoreline that have 

historic, cultural, archeological, scientific, or educational value.   

I. Flood Hazard Management 

Protect the City from losses and damage created by flooding along the shoreline.   

 Shoreline Jurisdiction and Environment 
Designations 

 SHORELINE JURISDICTION AND USE PREFERENCES 

A. Definition  

1. As defined by the Shoreline Management Act of 1971, shorelines include certain waters 

of the {ǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ άǎƘƻǊŜƭŀƴŘǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘƛŜǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛnes 

of the State are streams whose mean annual flow is 20 cubic feet per second (cfs) or 

greater and lakes whose area is greater than 20 acres.  In the City of Colfax, shorelines are 

the North and South Forks of the Palouse River. 

2. Shorelands, as adopted by the City of Colfax and indicated on the Official Shoreline Map 

available for review at City Hall, are defined as:  

άǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ нлл ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ 

horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; floodways and contiguous 

floodplain areas landward 200 feet from such floodways; and all wetlands and 

river deltas associated with the streams, lakes, and tidal waters which are 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΧΦέ (RCW 90.58.030) 

The City will not extend shoreline jurisdiction to encompass critical area buffers that 

otherwise extend outside of the minimum shoreline jurisdiction. 

3. The extent of shoreline jurisdiction is indicated on the Official Shoreline Maps available 

for review at City Hall.  The purpose of the Official Shoreline Maps is to identify 

Environment Designations (Subsection 3.3 below).  The maps only approximately identify 

or depict the lateral extent of shoreline jurisdiction.  The actual lateral extent of the 

shoreline jurisdiction shall be determined on a site-specific basis based on the location of 

the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), floodway, floodplain, and presence of associated 

wetlands. 

4. In circumstances where shoreline jurisdiction does not include an entire parcel, only that 

portion of the parcel within shoreline jurisdiction and any use, activity or development 

proposed within shoreline jurisdiction on that portion of the parcel is subject to this 

Shoreline Master Program.   
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B. General Shoreline Use Preferences  

1. This SMP adopts the following policy provided in RCW 90.58.020, and fully implements it 

to the extent of its authority under this SMP: 

άIt is the policy of the State to provide for the management of the shorelines of 

the State by planning for and fostering all reasonable and appropriate uses. This 

policy is designed to insure the development of these shorelines in a manner 

which, while allowing for limited reduction of rights of the public in the 

navigable waters, will promote and enhance the public interest. This policy 

contemplates protecting against adverse effects to the public health, the land 

and its vegetation and wildlife, and the waters of the State and their aquatic life, 

while protecting generally public rights of navigation and corollary rights 

incidental thereto... 

In the implementation of this policy, the public's opportunity to enjoy the 

physical and aesthetic qualities of natural shorelines of the State shall be 

preserved to the greatest extent feasible consistent with the overall best interest 

of the State and the people generally.   To this end uses shall be preferred which 

are consistent with control of pollution and prevention of damage to the natural 

environment, or are unique to or dependent upon use of the state's shoreline. 

Alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines of the state, in those 

limited instances when authorized, shall be given priority for single family 

residences and their appurtenant structures, ports, shoreline recreational uses 

including but not limited to parks, marinas, piers, and other improvements 

facilitating public access to shorelines of the state, industrial and commercial 

developments which are particularly dependent on their location on or use of the 

shorelines of the state and other development that will provide an opportunity 

for substantial numbers of the people to enjoy the shorelines of the state. 

Alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines and shorelands of the state 

shall be recognized by the department. Shorelines and shorelands of the state 

shall be appropriately classified and these classifications shall be revised when 

circumstances warrant regardless of whether the change in circumstances 

occurs through man-made causes or natural causes. Any areas resulting from 

alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines and shorelands of the state 

no longer meeting the definition of "shorelines of the state" shall not be subject 

to the provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW.  

Permitted uses in the shorelines of the State shall be designed and conducted in 

a manner to minimize, insofar as practical, any resultant damage to the ecology 

and environment of the shoreline area and any interference with the public's use 

of the water.έ 

2. When determining allowable uses and resolving use conflicts on shorelines within 

jurisdiction consistent with the above policy, the following preferences and priorities as 

listed in WAC 173-26-201(2)(d) shall be applied in the order presented below: 
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 SHORELINES OF STATEWIDE SIGNIFICANCE  

A. Designation of Shorelines of Statewide Significance.   

1. Certain shoreline waterbodies and their associated shorelands have elevated status 

under the SMA if they are streams and rivers in Eastern Washington that are 

άΧŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ŧƭƻǿ ƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŎǳōƛŎ ŦŜŜǘ 

per second or more, or those portions of rivers east of the crest of the Cascade range 

downstream from the first three hundred square miles of drainage area, whichever is 

longerέ όw/² флΦруΦлолόнύόŜύόǾύό.ύύΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άshorelines 

ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎupplemental provisions outlined in 

Subsections 3.2(B) and (C) below.   

2. In the City, the Mainstem and North Fork of the Palouse River are Shorelines of Statewide 

Significance.   

B. Use Preferences 

1. In accordance with RCW 90.58.020, the following management and administrative 

policies are hereby adopted for all Shorelines of Statewide Significance in the City, as 

defined in RCW 90.58.030(2)(e).  Consistent with the policy contained in RCW 90.58.020, 

preference shall be given to the uses in the following order that are consistent with the 

statewide interest in ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ shorelines.  These are uses that: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Uses that are not consistent with these preferences should not be permitted on 

Shorelines of Statewide Significance. 

C. Policies.  Consistent with the use preferences for Shorelines of Statewide Significance contained 
in RCW 90.58.020 and identified in Subsection 3.2(B) of this Section, the City will base decisions 
administering this SMP on the following policies in order of decreasing priority:  

1. Recognize and protect the state-wide interest over local interest. 
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2. Preserve the natural character of the shoreline. 

 

 

 

 

3. Support actions that result in long-term benefits over short-term benefits.  

 

 

 

4. Protect the resources and ecology of the shoreline. 

 

 

5. Increase public access to publicly owned areas of the shoreline. 

 

 

 

 

6. Increase recreational opportunities for the public on the shoreline. 






































































































